Purpose: Today, many urologists use nucleic acid amplification tests (NAAT) in diagnosis of Chlamydia trachomatis infection in Korea. A new variant of C. trachomatis with a deletion in the cryptic plasmid, which cannot be detected using commercial tests targeting the deleted DNA sequences, has been found in Sweden. Therefore, the partial deletion of cryptic plasmid DNA means that the diagnostic standards cannot detect chlamydial infection any more in cases of new mutants. The mutant type has been prevalent in Sweden, however, its incidence was not high in other countries such as France, Holland, and Denmark. In or to study the existence of this mutant C. trachomatis in Korea, we developed new primer sets for detection of this mutation.
. Chlamydia trachomatis plasmid pSW2, strain Sweden2, serovar E (reference sequence; FM8654) revealed 1 377-bp deletion in CDS1 region (box). CDS; coding sequence. 
